thes 


Robert Atkins, chief of the Office of Ride-Sharing, looks over a luxury model van with 


Michael Seigfried (Oftice of the Program Director, Railroad Electrification), a newly- 
named DOT ride-sharing coordinator, and Joan Matlack, the Office’s coordinator for 
government groups, including this Department. 


To be a model program 


DOT sets ride-sharing goals 


Interest in ride-sharing tends to in- 
crease in direct proportion to the in- 
crease in gasoline costs. And there’s no 
question about it, gas prices are sky 
high. 

It's just as clear that sharing the com- 
mute to work with one other person cuts 
travel costs in half; riding with five others 
can save up to 80 percent. 

Personal economics aside, the rest of 
the state, and, due to recent publicity, 
the rest of the nation, is looking to DOT 
for a model ride-sharing package. DOT 
is working with the Departments of 
Energy and Environmental Protection on 
some aspects of this fuel conservation 
effort. 

DOT's goal is to have more than half of 
its 5,800 person work force either shar- 
ing the ride to work or using mass transit 
by the end of the summer, according to 
Robert Atkins, chief of the Office of Ride- 
Sharing. By the end of the year, the DOT 
experience will be evaluated and pack- 
aged for use elsewhere. 

These aims were laid out by Atkins in 
mid-April at the first meeting for ride- 
sharing coordinators, those employees 
who are expected to translate and pro- 
mote ride-sharing in all DOT work areas. 
Information on questionnaires filled out 
this month is now being analyzed by 
computers which will match those who 


Exchanges offer 


The Department has become a draw- 
ing card for people all over the country 
who work in the transportation field. 

Raymond Colanduoni, Director of Em- 
ployee and Support Services, attributes 
the recent influx of people on temporary 
assignment to DOT from agencies like 


MBE program 
sees results 


Minority groups and women in grow- 
ing numbers are benefiting from the Mi- 
nority Business Enterprise program ad- 
ministered by DOT in public construc- 
tion contracts which receive federal 
money. 

The MBE program was set up in the 
Department in 1975 following a Johnson 
Administrative executive order. First, mi- 
nority firms had to be identified and 
informed of the program. Contractors 
were then obligated to certify that they 
had contacted a required number of 
such firms in good faith. Revising the 
lists and adjusting to changing federal 
requirements are on-going. 

Minority enterprises are defined by the 
government as businesses that are 
owned and controlled by one or more 
minority persons, i.e., black, Hispanic, 
Asian or Pacific Islander, American Indi- 
an, Alaskan native and, more recently, 
women regardless of race or ethnic ori- 
gin. 

The MBE program in New Jersey ex- 
panded to include specific goals in June 
1978. From that date on, a minority utili- 

(continued on page 4) 


travel compatible routes. Besides Com- 
muter Services, the DOT Divisions of 
Comprehensive Transportation Planning 
and Financial Management will also 
study this data. 

Dominick Botteri, the local aid analyst 
who headed an earlier carpooling effort, 
is now in charge of developing ride- 
sharing programs with the state’s major 
employers. He was responsible for help- 
ing to organize the vanpools at AT&T in 
Bedminster and the carpools at duPont 
in Pennsville. The latter, one of the coun- 
try’s largest chemical manufacturers 
(6,400 employees on three shifts), now 
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Transportation bond proposal 


nears decision by Legislature 


The $475 million transportation bond 
proposed by Commissioner Louis J. 
Gambaccini in March was pending in the 
State Legislature at press time. 

The important Capital Budgeting and 
Planning Commission recommended 
the proposal at the end of April. The 
Commission, made up of state officials, 
Legislators and public members, re- 
views all state capital plans and makes 
advisory recommendations to the Gov- 
ernor. 

If approved by the Legislature, the 
bond proposal will be decided by voters 
on the November ballot. The last time a 
referendum was successful was in 1968 
when a $640 million bond was approved 
($200 million for mass transit and $440 
million for highways). Two subsequent 
transportation referendums were de- 
feated. 

The current bond proposal, combined 
with federal funds, some state ap- 
propriations, and funds from the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey, 
will generate more than $2.1 billion for 
desperately needed capital improve- 
ments to New Jersey’s transportation 
network over the next four years. ($863 
million for mass transit, $340 million for 


DOT debuts ‘Rail Rider’ 


DOT’s Bureau of Publications debuted “Rail Rider’, a quarterly newsletter 
designed for the 70,000 people who use the state’s passenger rail system, in 


April. 


The first issue, published in editions for each of the four major rail lines, was 
distributed by Conrail. It includes information about statewide rail transit 
policies and programs, information about rail and station improvements 
underway or planned on individual lines and general information about events 
and activities in the communities serviced by the rail lines. 


new challenges 


the Urban Mass Transportation Adminis- 
tration and the Port Authority of New 
York & New Jersey (who continue to pay 
their salaries) to the national reputation 
of Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini 
and the variety and relevance of New 
Jersey's transportation experiences. 

Colanduoni cited urban problems, the 
bus subsidy versus state ownership is- 
sue, state ownership of 430 miles of 
railroad and 130 railroad stations—plus 
the fact that the state is the most densely 
traveled in the nation—as some of the 
main reasons others are seeking out 
DOT. 

And visitors from foreign countries 
continue to arrive: the most recent 
guests came from Poland in April. 

The new atmosphere is “exciting and 
challenging,” according to Colanduoni. 
He noted that in addition to the growing 
number of outside inquiries about tem- 
porary placement in the Department, 
DOT employees will be offered op- 
portunities to broaden their experience 
by working in outside agencies. All ex- 
changes are made possible through the 
Intergovernmental Personnel Act. 

The first such “mobility assignment” 
was issued in mid-April. More than 1,000 
notices were mailed to professional level 
employees (and posted on_ bulletin 
boards) announcing that UMTA offices 
in Washington and Philadelphia were 
seeking exchange personnel on loan 
from DOT for a six to 12-month period. 
By press time, more than 60 applications 
from men and women in the Department 
were already piled high on Colanduoni's 
desk. 

A specific list of mobility assignments 

(continued on page 2) 


County Airport. 


Walter D. Kies, DOT's Director of Aeronautics, outside his 


state aid to local roads, and about $900 
million for State highways). 

“Without this bond issue, New Jersey 
will continue to suffer the daily conse- 
quences of deteriorating road and 
bridge conditions, mounting traffic con- 
gestion, and antiquated bus and rail fa- 
cilities, while foregoing millions in feder- 
al aid available to improve the system,” 
Gambaccini told the Capital Budgeting 
and Planning Commission. He noted that 
proceeds from the last transportation 
bond issue in 1968 are virtually gone and 
New Jersey has been unable to match all 
the federal money available to it since 
1975 

“We will be literally starving a public 
system representing billions of dollars in 
existing taxpayer investment vital to our 
economy and quality of life. If we don't 
act this year, these problems won't go 
away, they will only become worse and 
far more expensive to correct.” 

He told the Commission that the rec- 
ommended program would give New 
Jersey the matching funds necessary to 
draw upon all available federal aid, ex- 
cept Interstate aid, for the four-year peri- 
od. 

The Commissioner stressed that, ex- 
cluding Interstate, 80% of the State high- 
way portion of the four-year program 
would be for repair and improvement of 
existing roads and bridges, such as road 
widening, dualization (converting one- 
lane roads to two lanes), bridge repair 
and replacement, traffic signals and in- 
tersection improvements, road re- 
construction and road rehabilitation and 
safety improvements. 

The proposed new State aid program 
for county and municipal roads would 
provide a total of $340 million over four 
years. The existing $13 million a year 
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offices in the Mercer 


Kies comes in ‘loud and clear’ 
for aviation in New Jersey 


Aviation in New Jersey has gained a 
strong advocate in DOT’s new aero- 
nautics director, Walter D. Kies, who isn't 
afraid of making strong statements like: 
“New Jersey is light years away from its 
aviation transportation goals.” 

Kies’ impressive background gives 
weight to his words. The ex-Navy pilot 
was lured out of retirement by Com- 
missioner Louis J. Gambaccini after 30 
years with the Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration, the last dozen as chief of its 
Eastern Region planning staff. Kies’ last 
major assignment was setting up and 
supervising all the monitoring systems of 
the supersonic Concorde at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport. The 55- 
year-old director said the DOT job offer 


presented a challenge in which he felt he 
could “do something.” 

Kies lists as his three main goals in- 
creasing flight safety in New Jersey, pre- 
serving the state’s network of airports 
and motivating the growth of aviation in 
this state. 

One of the aeronautics chief's first 
projects will be to identify a source of 
funding for aviation. The Garden State 
has a ground-oriented transportation 
budget; it is one of only three in the U.S. 
which doesn’t spend any money to im- 
prove its aviation facilities. Yet, the avia- 
tion industry, Kies said, produces $1.5 
billion in revenue for the state. A full 
21,000 jobs are associated with com- 

(continued on page 2) 
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What's your Trans-Q? 


The following “quiz” was developed by DOT for distribution during National 
Transportation Week, May 13-19. See how well you do. 


Commissioner's Corner: 


Society must 
plan now for 


the future 


Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini 
received the Salzberg Medallion for out- 
standing contribution to transportation 
at Syracuse University’s School of Man- 
agement on April 6 when he delivered 
the 1979 Salzberg Lecture on the topic 
“Mass Transit and the Last Decades of 
Petroleum” to an audience which in- 
cluded top transportation officials from 
around the country. The following are 
excerpts from this lecture. 


“Those last several decades of petro- 
leum could produce trying times on this 
earth. Our challenge is to make the tran- 
sition from a petroluem-based industrial 
society to one based on other energy 
resources while avoiding world conflict 
and significant lessening of our standard 
of living 

“Sooner or later we shall move beyond 
our skeptism about the crises and begin 
to reshape our society for a late and 
post-petroleum age... 

“All these changes will require broad 
political support for governmental ac- 
tions, something which goes quite 
beyond the current consensus that 
something must be done about the oil 
companies 

we must bear in mind the inte- 
gral relationship between transportation 
and petroleum usage. Some 55 percent 
of our petroleum is currently used for 
transportation purposes and 94 percent 
of the energy used for transportation is 
petroleum 

It is not the petroleum saved directly 
by transit vehicles (in comparison with 
the automobile) that is important; rather, 
it is the total petroleum efficiencies of the 
urban society designed and built around 
public transportation that is the key to 


DOT Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini 


Our future ... 

“| can envision certain shopping cen- 
ters, with their large parking lots trans- 
formed into parking ramp/office tow- 
er/residential combinations linked by 
skyways and people-movers to central 
shopping/recreational structures that 
contain, say, three or four levels of shop- 
ping topped by a glass-enclosed com- 
munity park, complete with rolling hills 
and shade trees... 

“It is the total efficiency of the urban 
area and its complete transportation sys- 
tem that counts, not the efficiencies of 
the individual elements... 

“Of course, public transportation is 
costly; but so is the transfer of gold, 
grain, machinery, munitions and dollars 
to oil-producing countries so that we can 
import this liquid gold called petroleum. 
lf we want a petroleum-efficient society 
then we should treat the financing of 
public transportation in the same way we 
treat fire protection, police and other 
public services—as a necessary public 
service for the benefit of the entire com- 
munity as well as the _ individual 
served... 

“When we move from the last decades 
of petroleum to the /ast decade, our 
converted public transportation system 
should be on the line, ready to move 
US=a 

“We need top-level leadership and 
common man support to an overall 
selfhelp strategy that weaves together 
financial limitations, land use man- 
agement, urban revitalization, com- 
munications advances and finally public 
transportation in a unified and effective 
public policy of petroleum conserva- 
tion.” 


Do You Remember? 


Thomas Alva Edison, the Wizard of 
Menlo Park, is usually associated with 
the invention of the light bulb. But his 
fertile mind lent itself to many other 
projects, including the founding of the 
Edison Concrete Company. 

Two slabs of Portland cement con- 
crete poured in 1912 with state grants 
may very well be the oldest extant on 
New Jersey roads. And, you guessed it, 
the supplier was the Edison Concrete 
Company. The material was used for a 
five-mile, two-lane stretch of road at New 
Village in Warren County about five 
miles east of Phillipsburg. This pre- 
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dated the official state highway network 
which was established by the Legislature 
in 1917. After this date, the road was 
designated as Route 9 (Elizabeth to Phil- 
lipsburg), one of the 15 highways which 
comprised the first official state system. 
Today, the route still winds down the 
beautiful Hopatcong Valley from Hacket- 
tstown. 

In the early 1950s the road was re- 
paired and much of the Edison concrete 
was broken up. At the suggestion of then 
DOT chief engineer Ed Kilpatrick, two 
slabs were saved. Both are used in to- 
day's eastbound lane near Stuartsville 
on present day Route 57. Perhaps they 
should be identified by an_ historical 
marker. 

If this is the oldest slab of concrete, 
who in the Department can point out the 
oldest bridge? 

(Submitted by Ted Hagios (Right of 
Way). Other similar DOT anecdotes are 
welcomed. ED.) 


One more IRS deduction 


Walter Sharpe, principal Right of Way 
negotiator, project Supervisor, dis- 
covered an additional deduction while 
he was preparing his income tax returns 
this year. He offered to share his finding 
with other Department employees who 
itemize their deductions. 

The unemployment insurance which is 
deducted from DOT paychecks is con- 
sidered a state tax by the IRS and may 
be itemized along with sales, gas, real 
estate and state income taxes. Un- 
employment was deducted at the rate of 
5% on the first $6200 of salary or $31 
last year. In 1979 this will be increased to 
$6600 or $33. 


True or False? 


hot 


nation. 


Aviation began in New Jersey before bus or rail transportation. 
. New Jersey has the highest number of vehicles per mile of road in the 


. Railroad stations must only be used for railroad business. 
. New Jersey highway crews only maintain concrete roads. 


. Wooden plank roads were not in use in New Jersey 
. Turnpikes are a 20th century transportation device. 


3 
4 
5. New Jersey was historically reluctant to grant aid for public roads. 
6 
i 
8 


. The British created the first travel arteries in New Jersey. 
9. Bridges are maintained by the Coast Guard. 
10. Aviation does not operate on a large scale in the Garden State. 
11. Horses pulled trains in the first part of the 1800s. 
12. Planes were manufactured in Paterson in 1909. 


Answers 


1. True. In 1793 when a French adventurer-balloonist completed the nation’s 
first man-carrying interstate balloon flight: from Philadelphia to Woodbury 


in 46 minutes. 


2. True. 125 vehicles per square mile of road as compared to a national 


average of 34. 


3. False. State and local government officials are working on plans to convert 
some of them to suitable community uses in addition, ot their railroad 


passenger business. 


4. False. They also care for grass, trees and shrub beds. 
5. False. In 1891 the Garden State was the first to grant money for public 


roads. 


6. False. Early New Jersey road builders used a base of hemlock and dirt for 
a three inch wooden floor eight to 11 feet wide. 

7. False. They were developed here by early colonists who blocked passage 
with a movable barrier with spikes until the toll was paid. Then the 


attendant would “turn the spikes.” 


8. False. Native American Indians footpaths formed trails which connected 


their seasonal hunting grounds. 


9. False. The state maintains 2,972 fixed bridges, 37 drawbridges and 62 


railroad bridges. 


10. False. New Jersey was the highest pilot and aircraft density per square 
mile in the U.S.: over 20,000 active certified pilots, 3,500 registered aircraft 


and 450 facilities. 
11. True. 
12. True. 


Aviation (continued from page 17) 


mercial aviation with 80 percent of flight” 


activity related to business, he added. 

New Jersey’s Airport System Plan 
calls for 33 airports in the state network 
by 1985 and 43 by 1995. But there is no 
money allocated to implement this plan. 
In addition, 71 of the 75 airports are 
privately owned and in danger of closing 
because of economic pressures, name- 
ly, burdensome taxes and their attrac- 
tiveness to land developers. 

Privately owned airports are used by 
the public like, in a favorite Kies com- 
parison, bus stops. Because of this, he 
believes they deserve some public finan- 
cial support. While he admits the federal 
government should provide tax sub- 
sidies, he views that source as futile. But 
Kies does use his office to lobby for 
other federal considerations, such as 
radar for Mercer Airport, for example. 

Airport owners in New Jersey, a high- 
ly individualistic lot according to Kies, do 
not have a history of working together for 
mutual goals. So he has set about bring- 
ing together the various elements in the 
industry to air problems and set up 
goals. Meeting almost all of them in visits 
to their airports, the director said he kept 
hearing the same problems over again. 
Kies held a first state meeting in April 
which he expects to follow up with “Avia- 
tion Town Halls” cosponsored by DOT 
and various New Jersey aviation groups. 
The latter represents a cross section of 
the industry which he is attempting to 
pull together. 

Its problems notwithstanding, aviation 


Exchanges 


(continued from page 1) 


covering technical, managerial, appren- 
ticeship and task force categories is ex- 
pected to be circulated throughout the 
Department by summer. In one example 
taken from a long list of possibilities, a 
design engineer may be assigned as an 
assistant resident engineer so he or she 
may follow a project from beginning to 
the end. The anticipated result is that the 
person will return to the purely design 
function with a sharper appreciation of 
what that work means in the field. 


Want to be a reporter? 


For further information, please call the 
editor at 609-292-9482 or fill out a 
“Quick Take" form and send it through 
the inter-office mail. 


is growing in this state. Commuter flight 
services make up the fastest growing 
segment in the country, Kies said. Atlan- 
tic City’s casino gambling has added to 
this national trend. The Newark to Bader 
Field (Atlantic City) run of New Jersey 
Airways, using a twin-engine ten-seater 
plane, hauled 24 passengers in January, 
its first month of operation. By press 
time, it was transporting up to 1,000 
Passengers a month. 

Among the safety projects Kies says 
he will be promoting for New Jersey 
airports are more electronic aid systems, 
rehabilitation of runways and installation 
of weather stations. (He cited weather as 
the biggest factor in aircraft accidents.) 

The New York City native has received 
a service award from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Transportation for intermodal 
planning and several commendation and 
achievement awards from the FAA, in- 
cluding one for the promotion of V/Stol 
(Very Short Takeoff and Landing) air- 
craft. 


New skid test 
in use by DOT 


Driving in wet weather is becoming 
safer thanks to computer technology. A 
new electronic skid testing device is 
being used by the Bureau of Traffic Op- 
erations to identify potentially hazardous 
locations on state and county roads. 

The new unit automatically records 
data from skid tests on magnetic tape 
which can be fed directly into Depart- 
ment computers. This replaces the pres- 
ent system of transferring data by hand, 
thus saving time and eliminating human 
error. 

“Skid tests are made by towing a 
trailer equipped with a special test tire 
behind a truck equipped with measuring 
devices," explained Andris Jumikis, 
project engineer. “By spraying the road- 
way with water and then locking the 
breaks on the test wheel, the force re- 
quired to pull it can be measured. By 
analyzing the results, we can identify 
sections of highways which need up- 
grading’ he added. 

Highway resurfacing as a result of 
these tests has helped reduce accidents 
markedly in a number of locations with 
some reductions amounting to almost 50 
percent. 
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Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini 
presented the $400 Fred Burggraf 
Award to William Mullowney, 29, a sen- 
ior engineer in the Bureau of Operations 
Research. 

The Ewing resident wrote a paper on 
DOT's center barrier visibility study, an 
analysis of data compiled since 1972 
when the federally-funded project 
began. The goal of the research was to 
develop a durable reflective device for 
the center highway barriers which fre- 
quently distract New Jersey drivers, par- 
ticularly at night and when it rains. 

A reflector was developed as a result 
of the study and is now in use on Route 
80 near the Delaware Water Gap. Further 
tests are in process to refine its specif- 
ications. 

Mullowney’s award, made by the 
Transportation Research Board, an 
agency of the National Research Council 
which serves the National Academy of 
Sciences, is granted to researchers un- 
der 30 years old who contribute to the 
advancement of knowledge in the field of 
highway transportation. 

The recipient, a graduate of Rutgers, is 
the son of Edward Mullowney, DOT’s 
Region | Engineer. 


ah 


When compliance officer Anthony J. 
La Porte became the first in the Office of 
Compliance (Construction and Main- 
tenance) to sign up for a “nuts and bolts” 
course he found fellow DOT employees 
in charge of three of the 11 lectures. His 
“professors” at Mercer County Com- 
munity College’s spring course in Public 
Works Construction and Engineering 
Fundamentals were Ronald A. Maruca, 
(engineer, Materials), “Concrete Con- 
struction”; Nicolai D. Nicu, (chief, Bu- 
reau of Geotechnical Engineering), 
“Structure Foundations” and Clifford 
Heckman (materials engineer, Bureau of 
Inspection), “Basic strength of Materi- 
als.” 


Senior engineer William Mullowney, left, (Bureau of Operations Research) receives 


Three DOT people have been selected 
by the Federal Highway Administration's 
National Highway Institute to receive 
scholarships for the 1979-81 academic 
years. 

Receiving $3,500 Highway Safety and 
Transportation Fellowships are Rafik Ha- 
jjar, assistant engineer (Planning) and 
Eugene Young, supervisor of the Office 
of Internal Auditing. Hajjar will add to his 
M.S. degree by additional studies in 
transportation planning and engineering 
at the Polytechinc Institute of New York. 
Young will study towards a doctorate in 
public administration in New York Uni- 
versity's Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences. 

John C. Jones, senior engineer (Plan- 
ning), was selected for a $2,500 grant 
towards a B.S. in industrial engineering 
technology at Trenton State College. 


RETIREES 


The following Department employees 
retired in May: 

Morris Altshuler, senior safety inspec- 
tor (Personnel Services), 40 years; 
Michael Hrabovski, engineer aide | 
(Comprehensive Transportation Plan), 
28 years; George Braden, area super- 
visor, bridge operations (TOLA), 16 
years; Edward Schufhardt, equipment 
operator (Consturction and Main- 
tenance), 15 years; Gerald Boysman, 
maintenance worker | (Construction and 
Maintenance), 13 years; 

Also: Daniel Kaufhold, data program- 
mer Il (Data Processing), 10 years; 
Michael Lettiere, inspector of permits III 
and Thomas Peluso, senior building 
maintenance worker (Construction and 
Maintenance), 9 years each; Alfred 


Jenico, senior inspector, rail services 
(Commuter Services), 4 years. 


the $400 Fred Berggraf Award from Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini. The award 
was bestowed by the Transportation Research Board, an agnecy of the National 
Research Council. In the center is Mullowney’s father, Edward, DOT’s Region | 


engineer. 


Bureau of Quality Control Chief E. Robert Wokoun (left) presents Owen Henry his 


award for 30 years of service with DOT. Henry is in the Division of Construction and 


Maintenance. 
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Main Building receptionist Debbie Kinsley buys her morning newspaper from Stan 
Partyka, who took over the candy store in April from Gordon Schultz, who 
transferred to a similar business in Motor Vehicles after 17 years at DOT. 


New vendor opens in Main Building 


Stan Partyka, the new “candy man” at 
DOT's Main Building on Parkway Ave- 
nue, says he plans to stay open from 
7:30-4:30 with no lunch breaks. He re- 
places Gordon Schultz, who after 17 
years at the post, decided he needed a 
change of pace and transferred to Motor 
Vehicles. 

“People at DOT were fantastic; it 
couldn’t have been an easier opening,” 
Partyka said. Stands in state buildings 
are owned by the New Jersey Com- 
mission for the Blind and Visually Im- 
paired which provides support services 
for operators who run it as their own 
business. Partyka came to the Depart- 


ment from the Trenton Post Office 
where, he said, there was .a much 
smaller clientele. 

Blind since birth (from exposure in an 
incubator), he attended Trenton public 
schools and a special school for the 
blind in Philadelphia. According to 
DOT's new vendor, his public school 
experience proved the more valuable. 
“Pity poses a problem for some families 
of the blind,” he commented. 

The Trenton resident is a dispatcher 
with the city’s Emergency and Rescue 
Squad and also enjoys swimming, bicy- 
cling and putting together stereo com- 
ponents to hear country western music. 


nersommel imide: 


Hatch Act update 


As New Jersey residents prepare for 
the upcoming political campaigns, the 
Department calls its employees’ atten- 
tion to certain activities which are pro- 
hibited. These are defined by DOT's poli- 
cy statement which incorporates Civil 
Service rulings and the Federal Hatch 
Act as follows: 

Civil Service (Rule 4:1-21.3) requires 
that: 

1. An employee shall not directly or 
indirectly use or seek to use his 
authority or influence of his posi- 
tion to control or modify the politi- 
cal action of another person. 

2. An employee during the hours of 
duty shall not engage in political 
activity; nor shall he at any other 
time participate in political ac- 
tivities so as to impair usefulness in 
the position in which he is em- 
ployed. 


The Federal Hatch Act (Section 1502a of 
Title 5, United States Code,) also places 
certain restrictions on political activity of 
employees of state and local agencies 
whose principal employment is in con- 
nection with an activity financed in whole 
or in part by loans or grants, other then 
revenue sharing funds, made by the 
United States or a federal agency. The 
act provides that: 

A state or local officer or employee 

may not— 

1. use his official authority or in- 
fluence for the purpose of interfer- 
ing with or affecting the result of an 
election or a nomination for office; 

2. directly or indirectly coerce, at- 
tempt to coerce, command or ad- 
vise a state or local officer or em- 
ployee to pay, lend or contribute 
anything of value to a party, com- 
mittee, organization, agency, or 
person for political purposes; or 

3. be a candidate for elective office. 

The prohibition against being “a can- 
didate for elective office” has reference 
only to candidacy for public elective of- 
fice, such as state representative or city 
councilman, in a partisan primary, spe- 


cial or general election. However, can- 
didacy for Political party office, such as 
committeeman, is permissible under the 
amended law even where such Office is 
attained through election in a partisan 
primary election. 

A “partisan” election is one in which 
any of the candidates is to be nominated 
or elected as representing a political 
party any of whose candidates for presi- 
dential elector received votes in the last 
preceding election at which presidential 
electors were selected, such as the Re- 
publican or Democratic parties. 

The reference to “a candidate for elec- 
tive office” in the preceding paragraph 
does not apply to: 

a. The Governor or Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of a State or an individual 
authorized by law to act as Gov- 
ernor; 

b. the mayor of a city; 

c. a duly elected head of an executive 
department of a state or municipal- 
ity who is not classified under a 
state or municipal merit or civil- 
service system; or 

d. an individual holding elective of- 
fice. 

Thus, state and local governmental 
employees who work in connection with 
federally financed activities are not pro- 
hibited from participating in partisan po- 
litical campaign activities, except for the 
prohibition against candidacy for public 
elective office referred to above. Further, 
there is no prohibition against candidacy 
in a nonpartisan election, that is, an 
election in which none of the candidates 
represents a partisan group, as defined 
above. 

Department of Transportation (Policy 
2.1095) provides that employees having 
questions concerning political activities 
should bring them to the attention of 
Natalie P. Havran, Director, Division of 
Personnel Services. Employees are ad- 
vised to consult with the Director prior to 
engaging in political activity if it is not 
clear whether the activity is prohibited by 
the Federal Hatch Act or by the Civil 
Service Rule cited here. 
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Ride-sharing 
(continued from page 1) 


has more than 65 percent of its work 
force carpooling. Botteri told the coordi- 
nators that if the 1.4 people who now ride 
in private cars to work each day, in- 
creased to two, the U.S. would save 
400,000 barrels of oil a day. 

Area coordinators for the program are 
Joan Matlack (state, federal, county, mu- 
nicipal), Ellen Diehl-Meyer (Bergen, Es- 
sex, Hudson, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, 
Passaic Counties), Thomas Sullivan 
(Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, 
Mercer, Atlantic, Cape May, Cum- 
berland, Hunterdon, Salem, Sussex and 
Warren Counties) and Moreen Sadler 
and Joseph Murray (Middlesex, Union, 
Somerset Counties). 

Vanpooling is expected to get added 
emphasis in this latest fuel conservation 
effort. While details are still not finalized 
for a program tailored to DOT employ- 
ees, vans are typically purchased with 75 
percent interest free loans. The driver 
usually gets free use of the van in return 
for maintaining it and collecting monthly 
payments from his passengers. Major 
employers in the private sector have 
purchased vans. 

When the computers identify the 
clusters of people who commute to work 
along similar routes, this information 
may be used for other modes of trans- 
portation such as shuttle and subscrip- 
tion buses, park and rides and bus 
routes. It may also be helpful in matching 
those who travel similar routes to dif- 
ferent employers in a given area, e.g., 
Trenton’s State House complex and in- 
dustrial parks in many municipalities. 
DOT's computer matching service will 
continue to be available to private em- 
ployers in New Jersey. 

Besides saving personal dollars and 
the nation’s fuel, side benefits of in- 
creased ride-sharing are cleaner air, 
less traffic congestion at peak hours, 
preferred parking spaces, better atten- 
dance on the job and, it has been found, 
more relaxed arrival at work. 


MBEs 


(continued from page 17) 


zation goal was spelled out in each indi- 
vidual contract which determines the 
dollar amount minority contractors and 
suppliers of materials and services have 
to be utilized. When a general contractor 
is named low bidder on a project, he or 
she is required to submit an affirmative 
action plan which states, among other 
points, which MBEs are to be employed 
as subcontractors, materials suppliers 
or equipment lessors. 

The development of the goals utili- 
zation program is required by the Feder- 
al Highway Administration, the Urban 
Mass Transportation Administration and 
Federal Railroad Administration. And, it 
seems to be moving towards it goals, 
according to Paul Smith in Bonnie 
Watson Carter's Equal Employment Op- 
portunity Office. He cited these statistics: 

In 1977 (before the goal program) 
$155,751,723 was awarded in contracts 
of which $1,515,473 (1%) went to minor- 
ity and female firms. 

The next year (only six months reflect- 
ed the goals program) $93,666,872 was 
awarded in contracts, with $3,182,047 
(3.4%) going to minority and female 
firms. 

In the first two and a half months of 
1979 there were $32,329,714 worth of 
contracts issued or $2,186,266 (6.8%) 
going to minority female companies. 

The MBE program was created to help 
train smaller, less experienced construc- 
tion industry companies, most of which 
are minority-and female-owned, to com- 
pete effectively for federally-funded 
work. They must learn how to effectively 
handle both technical and administrative 
duties such as management of labor and 
materials, scheduling, estimating and re- 
cord keeping—skills which many white 
males traditionally picked up during 
their apprenticeships in the industry. Af- 
firmative action has been deemed 
crucial for minorities and women be- 
cause in previous years these appren- 
ticeships were closed to them. 

Even though the MBE program is mov- 
ing towards its goals, only the first steps 
have been taken, according to Smith. 
More MBEs must be helped to become 

eligible to compete for government con- 
tract dollars, he said, adding that there 
must also be an on-going evaluation and 
improvement of the system. 


Ted Hagios (Right of Way), DOT's Chi- 
nese cooking expert, samples one of his 
creations. 

(Hunterdon County Democrat photo) 


Bond 
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State aid program provides funds only 
for local roads eligible for federal fund- 
ing, approximately 7,000 miles State- 
wide. There is currently no State pro- 
gram to aid counties and municipalities 
in improving the remaining 23,000 miles 
of local roads. 

The four-year mass transit program 
includes the pending $600 million Trans- 
pac program, which requires no State 
funds and is supported by funds from 
the Port Authority and the federal gov- 
ernment, and a variety of other needed 
capital improvements. 

The following are some highlights: 

¢ $13 million for bus and rail park and 
ride facilities; 

¢ $23 million for railroad bridge repair 
and replacement; 

¢ $24 million for pollution control de- 
vices at rail fueling sites and silicone 
transformers for rail equipment, both to 
meet federal environmental protection 
requirements; 

¢ $26 million for station improvement 
at Trenton, Metropark and Newark on 
the Northeast Corridor; 

¢ $13 million for a statewide program 
to place 5,000 bus shelters throughout 
the State; 

¢ $12 million for Joint Development 
Urban Initiative projects to encourage 
urban redevelopment and transit use; 

¢ $4 million to place standardized bus 
stop signs throughout the State; 

¢ $1 million for a rail station paging 
system to provide current train informa- 


_tion for passengers on all New Jersey’s 


commuter rail systems. 

The Commission annually reviews the 
seven-year capital plans of each State 
Department. The remaining three years 
of the DOT seven-year plan proposes a 
$2.5 billion capital program for 1984 to 
1986—$833 million for mass _ transit, 
$219 million for State aid to local roads, 
and $1.5 billion for State highways. 


Ted Hagios, a 14-year Right of Way 
real estate veteran, must have been told 
more than once that he bears a re- 
semblance to the famous chef, James 
Beard. Hagios is, after all, a connoisseur 
and practitioner of Chinese cooking. 

The Flemington resident traces his 
fascination for Chinese cooking back to 
his college days at Brown University 
when he befriended a Chinese restau- 
rateur and began to absorb the sights, 
sounds—and procedures—of a Chinese 
kitchen. 

In his own cooking later on, Hagios 
weaned himself from cookbooks as he 
picked up the pattern which he says is 
found in Chinese cooking. “A huge varie- 
ty of Chinese dishes are made with the 
same technique,” Hagios said. Besides 
mastering the authentic technique, he 
also advises the use of Chinese ingre- 
dients and utensils. He still uses the 
original wok, spatula, ladle, knife, lid and 
ring which he purchased for $15 more 


\ than 20 years ago. 


Hagios admits to experimenting a 
great deal. “Years ago, one third of my 
meals would turn out ‘glorious’, one third 
‘mediocre’ and one third ‘disasters’,” he 
noted, adding, “now that we have the 
technique down pat, the disasters are 
few and far between.” He does most of 
the cooking at home and from time to 
time he entertains ROWers and other 
friends at a multi-course dinner. In early 
spring he prepared a seven-course meal 
(six of the dishes were “virgin” attempts) 
for DOT colleagues. Although Hagios 
didn’t actually say it, one guesses that 
this meal fell into the “glorious” catego- 
ry. 

Hagios is also fond of taking friends to 
New York City’s Chinatown for, again, 
authentic meals. In recent years, he said, 
more than 60 teahouses and dim sem 
parlors which cater strictly to Chinese 
have opened. These typically have no 
menus or price list, but offer trays of 
different foods and figure the bill by 
counting up the used plates. He also 
goes to Chinatown every two weeks to 


Hagios works wok wonders 


stock up on ingredients. The former 
Navy man considers wok stir-fry cooking 
the most efficient in the world and 
teaches the method in community, 
church and private courses. 


Duck and shrimp dishes lead the list of 
his own favorites. He says he goes to 
great lengths to degrease the duck skin 
so that its flavor is concentrated and it 
turns out as “crisp as peanut brittle.” In 
Hagios’ opinion, the Chinese produce 
the world’s most delicately-cooked 
shrimp; subtly coated with a light dusting 
of cornstarch, egg whites, rice wine or 
sherry. 


The ROWer is now taking a closer 
look at Chinese casserole cooking. Its 
basic braising liquid includes a thin soy 
sauce, sherry, a touch of sugar, fresh 
gingerroot, star anise, hoisin sauce, 
sweet bean paste, oyster sauce. The 
latter is a primary ingredient in the “Chi- 
nese” flavor Americans love and hoisin, 
the main flavoring agent of Chinese 
barbeque sauce, is cheaper than 
ketchup, the gourmet cook added. 

Hagios is a man of many other in- 
terests. Spurred by the fact that his only 
son, Dennis, has Down's Syndrome, he 
is active in the New Jersey State Re- 
tarded Children’s Association. Dennis, a 
frequent competitor in Special Olympics 
has been selected for the international 
competition. Hagios’ wife, Edria, is a li- 
brarian in the Flemington-Raritan school 
district. 

Outdoor training for Hunterdon area 
Girl Scouts, church and county youth 
work are among Hagios’ community con- 
tributions. He is also a marksman, golfer 
and amateur history buff (see DOT his- 
tory notes in today’s issue). When sta- 
tioned at Lakehurst’s lighter than air 
naval station he was instrumental in 
forming a marching band and was its 
bandmaster. (He still maintains his in- 
terest in aviation.) 

After speaking to Ted Hagios, can one 
ever be satisfied with ordering chop suey 
again? 


Fitness is Fun At 


Hopewell Va 


First place winners in DOT’s ten week February to April racquetball tournament were 


Richard M. Eng (Traffic Engineering), novice, Gary Toth (Environmental Analysis), 
advanced intermediate and Ron Altobelli (Enviornmental Analysis), intermediate. 
With them is tournment organizer, Dave Russo (Traffic Operations and Safety), 
second from right. Runners up were Mike Novembre, advanced intermediate; Rick 
Crum, intermediate and Cathy Flynn, novice. According to Russo, he expects to run 
an even larger tournment in the fall. Look for the sign up notices. 
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